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The 18th November Function saw 48 members sit down to Lunch, President Mike welcomed 
all, included in the welcome were the following members not seen for a while: Jim Bickerton, 
Bob Zeims, Joe Van Dam, Bob Garrett, & Bill and Vivien Bricknell, ( Bill & Vivien  were on an 
ANROC Lunch Tour, as they live in Brisbane and were travelling to Sydney to visit family & 
friends Bill & Vivien attended the ANZROC Lunches at Gold Coast, Ballina & Sydney). 
 
Mike’s welcome was followed by the Loyal Toast.  
 
APOLOGIES. 
 
Reg Smeaton , Brian White ,Ron Booth, Clieve Lennon, John Tier,  Ian Tredinnick, Geoff 
Taylor and Alf Evans  
 
OUR PRESIDENT’S PREAMBLE 
 
By the time you read this we will be about to/or have just had our Annual Christmas Lunch at ANZ 
New South Wales Head Office at the new ANZ Tower 242 Pitt Street Sydney. We have 120 members 
attending this Lunch and we thank The Chairman of ANZ Banking Group Mr John Morschel for again 
allowing us to have our Christmas gathering at the Bank. While many of us who worked at the ANZ 
20 Martin Place building over the years are a little sad to see the old building go I am sure those that 
attend the Christmas lunch will be thrilled to see the new ANZ NSW Head Office Building in Sydney.  
Alf McDermott will be taking photos at the lunch and we hope to have them on our blog site by mid 
December. 
As well as the Christmas Lunch in Sydney I would like to thank our members who have organised 
Christmas gatherings this year in the country: Doc Wilson in Newcastle, Brian Rawle in Ballina, 
Albert Orszaczky in Canberra, Anne Pereira in Port Macquarie and Kevin Cameron in Wagga Wagga. 
It was my intention for my wife (Fran) and me to attend some of these Christmas gatherings this 
year. Unfortunately Fran had knee replacement surgery in late October which meant we were unable 
to travel this year. Maybe next year? 
On behalf of the Committee of ANZ Retired Officers Club (NSW) may I please pass on our best 
wishes to all members for a safe, happy and (as it suits you) a holy Christmas and Festive Season. 
Our next lunch in Sydney will be held on 20 January 2014 and this will be my last Lunch as your 
President. Our February lunch 2014 will be our AGM and as I have now completed 2 years as your 
President (in terms of our Club’s rules) I have to now stand down from this position. I have spoken 
to the incoming President and have offered to stay on the Committee and I look forward to continue 
to be involved as a Committee person in this great Club of ours.    
That’s all from me this month. Kind Regards, Mike C. 

mailto:reg.kini@bigpond.com
mailto:noboty2003@yahoo
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WELFARE 
Ken Dighton –Our Welfare Officer reports….. 
 
Sick List: 
Tim Barker – has had surgery for replacement of both knees in Newcastle. He is reportedly 
progressing well and is now going through the usual rehab. regime. 
Bob Cunningham – putting up with ongoing breathing problems (smoke from fires is not 
helping), but generally OK. Probably won’t be down in Sydney before Christmas but hopes to 
be able to come to January lunch meeting. 
Stuart Kitching – crook knees (legacy of his soccer days) are keeping him off the tennis court 
– decision about where to from here yet to be made.  Otherwise he is OK. 
I made contact with the following people, who enjoy the esteemed title of Honorary Member, 
to check up on them in their birthday month (and of course to extend birthday wishes):  
Olive Bourke (87) – Olive sounded to be in good spirits and she said she is fine. She 
mentioned that she joined ANZ from the Post Office at Wellington and spent 34 years on the 
switchboard at S(P&H). She also said that she is a bit too old to play-up now, and therefore 
keeping well is easy! 
John Hudson (85) – “not too bad”. A few problems but basically in good health. He went for 
his driving licence test a few days ago and passed with flying colours – he said he went so 
well that they almost offered him a job as an instructor! 
Phil Myers (81) – In good health. Ever the sportsman, Phil plays golf every Friday at 
Hurstville. He’s having a round soon with his grand kids, but he feels he may have passed on 
too many tips to them (they out-drive, out-chip and out-putt him). He is unable to get to the 
November meeting but he sent best wishes to all. 
Col Rolla (83) – he said he feels good until he goes to the doctor! He had a procedure some 
time ago which left him with a nerve problem in his left leg. He is having to learn how to bowl 
again, but he is still on the green. 
Jack Thoroughgood (102) – he is “batting on well” and generally OK, and he enjoys a wine. 
Jack still lives in the Kingsgrove home he bought 40 years ago, and he is helped out by his 
daughter (“a good kid”) who lives nearby. Jack said his daughter (Jill) also worked for ANZ 
(at Kogarah, Hurstville, S(P&H) branches etc). Jack joined the Bank of Australasia in 1928, 
and retired from Forest Rd Hurstville in 1971. He originates from near Goulburn, and while he 
doesn’t get back there much now he is a country boy at heart. You’ve done well Jack - 
special birthday wishes to you. 
 
In recent reports on Honorary Members I mentioned that I could not make contact with Keith 
Johnson and Allan Jones. Both of these young men have since contacted me to say they are 
OK. 
 
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

The 2014 Subscriptions are falling due so if you haven’t sent in you renewal sub. to Treasurer 
Noel please use the payment slip at the end of this Newsletter. 

BEREAVEMENTS  
 
JOAN STAVERT 
Wife of JW (Jeff) Stavert formerly of Allambie Heights, passed away early November in Coffs 
harbour  
 
RAY MACKIE 
Ray’s wife Helen advised that Ray passed away on 13/10/2013. Ray was diagnosed with stage 
four lung cancer in April. He had prostate cancer 5 years earlier and was going well until the 
lung cancer appeared. 
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Ray joined the Bank in Canowindra and moved to Sydney early in his career, but later found 
his way back to the bush and served in Narrabri, Wagga Wagga, Orange Boorowa and Young. 
He retired as Manager, Young 25 years ago 
 
A minutes silence was held in respect of these losses. 
 
David Braidwood emails….”I worked in the Bills Dept in 71 Cornhill London for a year 
1965/66. The 2IC then, was, I seem to recall, a Bob Medhurst. He was a lovely bloke, quiet and 
unassuming as many Brits are, but served as a Navigator in the Mosquito Pathfinder 
Squadron's during WW2. I am wondering if this might be him as mentioned in the last 
Newsletter? Anything you could find out and let me know would be appreciated. Thanks and 
regards, David Braidwood.” 
David’s email was passed on to Ron Adams of ANZROC Vic who passed on to John 
Vaneslow who knew Bob. 
John V emails in response …… “In reply to the email received from Ron Adams I confirm that 
Bob passed away during September following deteriorating health over last few years. He 
was 91. I last spoke to him on 29th April as our birthdays are on the same day but 10 years 
apart. We have kept in touch since 1970 when Bob visited Melbourne and I was Manager 
Business Development International. I last met with him in 2007 during a visit to London and 
we spent the day recalling past times with our respective families, as well as enjoying lunch 
at the local pub.  It was a sad moment when we left as I realised it would be the last time we 
would meet together. His last months were spent in a nursing home as he required constant 
care. However he was happy there as he became friendly with another patient a WW2 Wing 
Commander and they recalled past experiences. He enjoyed a happy life with Win and family, 
and at the end was ready to pass on.” 
 
OTHER MATTERS 
 
-Roger Munday, National Manager, ANZ Staff Club Australia inc has written to ANZ Staff Club 
members as follows & he asks that we include his letter in the Newsletter for ANZROC NSW 
members who are members of ANZ Staff Club.  
“Dear members, 
Due to low utilisation from ANZ Staff Club members, the ANZ Staff Club governance 
committee has now decided to sell the property containing all 6 units at Edith St North Haven 
in NSW. This decision was not taken lightly, and many options were discussed with internal 
and external subject matter experts to ensure we have made the best decision for the 
members of the ANZ Staff Club. The North Haven property consists of 6 individual units. This 
property has accommodated many of our Staff Club members and retired officers over many 
years however many of the units continue to remain vacant for a majority of the year.  The 
funds from the sale of the property will be invested appropriately according to the Social 
Club charter, as guided by the Staff Club investment working group. 
The Staff Club is determined to offer members great benefits on holiday accommodation 
across Australia. We have secured a new property in Port Macquarie for all of our members 
to visit and enjoy. You can book this new property online today in the same manner you can 
with all of our holiday homes. Just visit www.anzstaffclub.org.au to book any of our holiday 
homes across Australia. 
If you have any questions in regards to this property sale please do not hesitate to contact 
me directly.” 
 
-We have received mail “Return To Sender” for Mrs A Carden…. Mrs Carden is the widow of 
Barclay Carden who died some years ago. Are any of our members able to assist us to be in 
touch with Mrs Carden? 
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DECEMBER LUNCH 
 
Our December meeting is the Christmas Cocktail Party at ANZ Tower, 242 Pitt St. Sydney on 
Monday 2nd December as previously advised.  
The next normal monthly Lunch will be Monday 20th February 2014 at our usual venue the 
CTA Club Martin Place. 
 

                             ************************************ 

 
 

        ******************************* 

    
 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Ken ABRAHAMS 15th  Michael LETHERBARROW 31st 
John BECROFT 24th  Bob McELROY 12th 
Anna CARNIATO 26th  Tony MOLES 31st 
Cheryl DEAN 22nd  Keith MORRIN 2nd 
Bernadette DONNELLY 14th  Mike OSTEN 11th 
Bob DUFF 29th  Rod PROSSER 11th 
Judy ELLIOTT 9th  Heather RIACH 16th 
Craig FORDER 4th  Jim RICHARDS 29th 
Noel FOX 6th  Cheryl RICHARDSON 27th 
Rod FRAZER 11th  Laurie SAINSBURY 20th 
Ian GARDNER 21st  Tony SCHEMBRI 28th 
Noel GUILLAUME 25th  Geoff SHERWOOD 1st 
Noel HALL 19th  John SNELLING 31st 
Chris HARRIS 28th  Ian STEWART 20th 
Colin KEEGAN 6th  Bruce STRUDWICK 19th 
Graham KIRCHNER 5th  Peter VALE 24th 
Jerry KORNACKI 24th  Karl WARREN 31st 
 
THE “HONS”       
Ray  ALLEN 2nd 
Noel  CHIE 24th 
Arthur CRITTENDEN 16th 
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Noel DIROU 28th 
Bill KYNASTON 29th 
Bob McEWAN 17th 
Peter MURRAY 5th 
David SCOTT 30th 
Jeff STAVERT 3rd 
Theo YARDLEY 28th 
Congratulations to Arthur CRITTENDEN joining the ‘Hons’ in December  
 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 
Barry BARNETT 9th  Bob JENNINGS 22nd 
Robyn BATE 24th  Bob JONES 13th 
Noel BOTTRELL 22nd  Julie LAYCOCK 7th 
Charles BRACKENRIDGE 22nd  John LIPCZYNSKI 5th 
David BRAIDWOOD 21st  Dick MATTRESS 13th 
Geoff BROWN 21st  Ross McKIMM 1st 
Margaret CLUNEY 11th  Paul McLACHLAN 7th 
Greg  CROAN 19th  Ken McPHERSON 2nd 
Ray CROUCHER 23rd  Eric MYATT 8th 
Rosalie DERRICK 19th  Irene NORRIS 22nd 
Alan  DEVESON 19th  Nick OGLESNEFF 16th 
Brian DIGBY 29th  George ORTIZ 14th 
Phil DURNEY 23rd  Susie PANG 16th 
Marina EYEINGTON 8th  Barry PATEMAN 29th 
Glen FITZPATRICK 20th  Bruce PHILPS 7th 
Graham FRANKLIN 16th  Charles ROSS 16th 
Barry  GIBSON 

(Marsfield) 
10th  Bob ROSS 26th 

Barry  GIBSON (Ocean 
Shores) 

24th  Ian ROWLEY 22nd 

John GRANT 2nd  Tony ROWLEY 19th 
Val GRIFFIN 16th  Graham SCARLETT 16th 
Warren HADLEY 27th  Allan SEAR 5th 
John HARRIS 14th  Brian THOMPSON 22nd 
Rod HILL 9th  Ian TREDINNICK 31st 
John HILLARD 17th  Col WALKER 10th 
Warren HUDSON 26th  Bob WATSON 20th 
Dick HUGHES 10th  Bob WILKINSON 8th 
Annette IRELAND 29th  Cathy WOODWARD 30th 
 

THE “HONS” 
Harry BROOKES 29th  Trevor LECK 16th 
Jim BRYSON 22nd  John McANELLY 2nd 
Doug CANAVAN 24th  Jim PEARSON 23rd 
Gordon CRAWFORD 29th  Rita PURVES 10th 
Pam DEWHURST  AM 11th  Ross RICHARDS 8th 
Keith  GOODWIN 24th  Marion SINCLAIR 3rd 
 
There are no new ‘Hons’ in January 
 
At the November Lunch Birthday Wishes were extended by VP Graeme Bool to the following 
members present; 
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Noel Ryan, Paul Jepson, Joe Van Dam, Bob Zeims, Jim Bickerton, Noel Bowmer, and 3 past 
Presidents Alex Morgan (looking better by the day), Ken Dighton (hobbling due to injury to 
his leg, but still agile) and Barry Smith 79 but looks 59. 
 
SOCIAL/SPORTING 
 
RIVERINA/SOUTH WESTERN NSW RETIRED OFFICERS CHRISTMAS LUNCH  
Kevin Cameron is now back in Wagga Wagga & has been in contact with Chris Hardy, John 
Sypott and John Gray who were at the last Riverina lunch in 2008. 
A lunch, 12 for 12.30 at the RSL Club WW on Monday 2nd December, it has been decided to 
open this Lunch to wives/partners.  
Contact can be made with Kevin for RSVP or enquiries at 69224575 or Email; 
jannette.cameron@bigpond.com. RSVP by 30th Nov. please. By the time members who have 
their Newsletter delivered by “snail  mail” receive this it will be too late for the lunch, but 
those members who access their Newsletter via our blog may be able to book in if they 
contact Kevin promptly & talk sweetly to him..  
 

   Retired Officers of ANZ Golf Day 
 

 
TWELFTH ANNUAL 

                                            FRED Bannister MEMORIAL Trophy 
                                     Including Dick Kostrubiec MEMORIAL shield 
                                      To be held on the Monday 3rd MARCH, 2014 
                                              Location: Port Kembla Golf Course 
                      Entry Fee $40 Lunch only$20    Competition.. 4 member Ambrose 
                               Hit off: 8.00am shotgun:   Registration and coffee 7.15am 

 ENTRIES CAN BE FROM INDIVIDUALS, OR TEAMS.            
 BOOK EARLY WITH BRIAN IF YOU WANT A GOLF CART (16 only available). 

Those wishing to take part in this event please contact the following people. 
Phil Newsome 
Phone: 42 625047 
Email: hmazar@optusnet.com.au 

           Brian White 
        Phone 42 849488  Email: brianjoanw@yahoo.com.au 
  
 

 
At the Lunch the Minister For Good Times Alex Morgan addressed the members on some 
upcoming events. 
Alex reminded members that our next function will be the Annual Christmas Cocktail event at 
the Banks NSW Head Office in Pitt Street, Sydney. We have now reached maximum 
attendance number and it will be a full house for this event on 2nd December, 2013. 
It is imperative that attendees are aware of entry procedures for the Christmas Event as entry 
to the new ANZ Tower is strictly administered by security staff, if your name is not on the list, 
you will not be admitted, Attendees will need to produce photo ID, before admittance will be 
allowed. 
 

mailto:jannette.cameron@bigpond.com
mailto:hmazar@optusnet.com.au
mailto:brianjoanw@yahoo.com.au
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Alex also stated that a number of social events are being planned for next year, with perhaps 
are tour of the revamped Sydney Cricket Ground in the Autumn, if there is enough interest. 
 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
 
Kevin Cameron emails from Wagga Wagga…”Have been trying to contact Ray Mackie from 
Young to let him know about the Wagga lunch. Only had a phone no. so left 2 messages as 
there was no answer. Yesterday his son- in- law Paul McNamara phoned from the Hunter to 
say that Ray passed away on 13 October. I asked for condolences to be passed on to Helen. 
They were residing at 240 Noonans Road, Young 2594. 
Ray and I worked together at 306 Church Parramatta branch in 1953 so we go back a long 
way. As was the case with country staff our paths did not cross very often until Ray was at 
Young when I was at Tumut and we shared the same fate in 1991, i.e. encouraged?? “early 
retirement”. 
Ray was a top bloke, one of nature’s gentlemen and will be greatly missed by Helen and his 
family. 
Plans are going well for our Regional lunch and at this stage will have at least 12. 
Regards to all.” 
 
Stephen Ellis of Bribie Island Qld. emails…..”I am a former employee of ANZ Bank from 1975 
- 1978 in NSW, I worked at Albury (Dean & Olive St's) and Tumut. I was reading through the 
ANZ Bank Officers Newsletter and noted a birthday wish to Peter Birch for November 9th. I 
used to work with a Peter Birch in Tumut when I was a Teller and Peter was the ESANDA 
Clerk. I am wondering if this is the same Peter Birch, he married in Bathurst to an ANZ 
employee and my wife and I went to his wedding at the time. I would like to get in contact 
with Peter if this is the same person?” 
Peter Birch of Turramurra, our ANZROC member advises “I am not the Peter Birch Stephen is 
looking for “. Can anyone help Stephen contact the “other” Peter Birch?” 
 
Ian Auld emails…… “I have been reading ”Sandakan-A Conspiracy of Silence” where in 1941, 
after the fall of Singapore, the Japanese ordered 3000 POW’s to form a working party to be 
transferred north to Sandakan in Borneo to build an airstrip. The following appears early in 
the book: “Supporting the various infantry battalions were the artillerymen. Bombardier Dick 
Braithwaite (0ne of only six POW’s to escape) and Gunner Wal Blatch, of the 2/15th Field 
Regiment, who were not only good mates, they were manning the same gun. The strongly-
built Blatch came from Yeoval, NSW. He was only 21 but had a maturity about him which, 
along with a luxurious black moustache, made him appear much older. Married the previous 
year, he had volunteered for active service after the fall of Greece and Crete, a decision 
which did not particularly please The Union Bank which employed him as a clerk at its 
Barellan branch”  
Sadly due to the cruelty of the Japanese, and instructions from their superiors in Japan that 
no POW’s were to survive, Wal Blatch died on 16 June 1945 of acute enteritis, on a forced 
march over the mountains carrying rice for the escaping Japanese. Remaining POW’s were 
shot. Dick Braithwaite escaped and provided evidence resulting in the hanging of several 
Japanese. He died of cancer in 1986. 1787 Australians and 641 British died in Sandakan. 
I wonder if any of our elder Union Bank retirees knew Wal Blatch 
 
    ********************************************* 
We had a power outage last week and my PC, TV and e/book shut down immediately, it was 
raining- I couldn't play bowls so I talked to my wife for a few hours. 
 

     She seems like a nice person.... 
 

    ********************************************* 
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    ********************************************* 

They were funny looking buildings, that were once a way of life, 
If you couldn't sprint the distance, then you really were in strife.  
They were nailed, they were wired, but were mostly falling down, 
There was one in every yard, in every house, in every town.  
They were given many names, some were even funny, 
But to most of us, we knew them as the outhouse or the dunny.  
I've seen some of them all gussied up, with painted doors and all,  
But it really made no difference; they were just a port of call.   
They had so many uses, these buildings out the back,"  
You could even hide from mother, so you wouldn't get the strap.  
That's why we had good cricketers, never mind the bumps,  
We used the pathway for the wicket and the dunny door for stumps.  
Now my old man would sit for hours, the smell would rot your socks,  
He read the daily back to front in that good old thunderbox.  
And if by chance that nature called sometime through the night,  
You always sent the dog in first, for there was no flamin' light.  
And the dunny seemed to be the place where crawlies liked to hide,  
But never ever showed themselves until you sat inside. 
There was no such thing as Sorbent, no tissues there at all,  
Just squares of well read newspaper, a hangin' on the wall.  
If you had some friendly neighbours, as neighbours sometimes are,  
You could sit and chat to them, if you left the door ajar. 
When suddenly you got the urge, and down the track you fled,  
Then of course the magpies were there to peck you on your head.  
Then the time there was a wet, the rain it never stopped,  
If you had an urgent call, you ran between the drops.  
The dunny man came once a week, to these buildings out the back,  
And he would leave an extra can, if you left for him a zac.  
For those of you who've no idea what I mean by a zac,  
Then you're too young to have ever had, a dunny out the back. 

    ****************************************** 
Cheers 
Noel 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
 
Enclosed please find cheque for $5 for my ANZROC (NSW) 2014 SUBS. 
 
Name:         ………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Mail to Hon Treasurer ANZROC (NSW) PO Box 363 Collaroy, NSW 2097 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 


